
 

 

Sperrfrist: 8. Juli 2018, 19.00 Uhr 
Es gilt das gesprochene Wort. 

Grußwort der Bayerischen Staatsministerin für Wissenschaft und 
Kunst, Prof. Dr. med. Marion Kiechle, anlässlich der Eröffnung der 
Studierenden-Weltmeisterschaft Beachvolleyball 2018 am 08.07.2018 an 
der Technischen Universität München 

We have come together today for the opening of the World University Beach Volleyball 

Championship 2018. I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all of you – also on 

behalf of the Bavarian Minister-President Dr. Markus Söder. 

With the very best student beach volleyball players from 29 nations gathered here on this 

historic site – the site where the Olympic Games were held in Munich in 1972 – this is a 

very special occasion and a cause for celebration. This top-class international sporting 

event is a striking example of how the Olympic ideal “Faster, Higher, Stronger” is still a 

living reality here today. 

I am particularly delighted that young people from all around the world have gathered here, 

united by sport. As ambassadors for their countries they are making an important 

contribution towards international understanding and are fostering intercultural exchange 

between nations. I would like to congratulate the TUM for succeeding in bringing the 

championships to Munich. 

For many of you, the World University Beach Volleyball Championship is an important 

milestone on the way to taking your place among the world’s sporting elite. Not only are 

you playing sport at the highest level but, at the same time, you are also pursuing your 

university studies – and this deserves particular recognition as well as our respect. It is an 

extremely challenging combination, placing great demands on your time and involving 

manifold constraints.  

One cannot live from medals alone in the long run, so it is a wise and prudent decision to 

safeguard your professional future as well as pursuing your sporting dreams. Universities 

in Bavaria are particularly keen to offer their top athletes the optimal conditions in every 

respect. Only thus are the athletes able to find the best possible way to combine their 

academic studies with their commitment to sport. 
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And this is both right and important: For our universities are competing internationally for 

the brightest minds.  

When young people are making a decision regarding where to study, they are not merely 

concerned with a university’s academic reputation. They are also concerned with the 

general environment and conditions. And these also include attractive possibilities for 

outstanding athletes. The project “Partner University of Top-Level Sports” organised by the 

German University Sports Federation is a shining example of this. 13 Bavarian Universities 

now take part in this initiative, including the Technical University in Munich.  

I wish this sporting event every success – and all of the athletes and spectators not only 

exciting matches but also a wonderful time here in Munich. I hereby declare the World 

University Beach Volleyball Championship open! 


